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DOCUMENTS COMPRISING THE YAOUNDÉ FRAMEWORK

THE YAOUNDÉ FRAMEWORK

Protocol on the Strategy to Secure Vital Interests at Sea 
(Economic Community of Central African States (ECCAS))

Integrated Maritime Strategy and Implementation Plan
(Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS))

2050 Africa’s Integrated Maritime (AIM) Strategy
(African Union)

ICC Founding and Organizational Documents
(ECCAS, ECOWAS & GGC)

Created Zones E, F, and G, with Zone E identified as the pilot zone.

Each ECOWAS state commits to ensuring that its law enforcement officials exercise authority 
according to the Strategy.

Created the Multinational Coordination Centre (CMC) of Zone D in Douala, Cameroon, and outlined its 
organizational structure and responsibilities.

Yaoundé Code of Conduct
(ECCAS, ECOWAS & Gulf of Guinea Commission (GGC))

Created Zone D, encompassing the territorial waters and Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) of Cameroon, 
Equatorial-Guinea, Gabon, and the waters surrounding São Tomé and Príncipe.

Proposed an International Coordination Centre (ICC/CIC).

Stipulated that within 3 years of the effective date the ICC will transform the Code of Conduct into 
a binding multi-lateral agreement. [Not Yet Implemented]

Set out commitments for combatting 12 types of transnational organized crime in the maritime domain.

The Yaoundé Memorandum of Understanding on maritime safety and security in Central and West 
Africa is the founding document which sets out the original duties and organization of the ICC. 

Additional Protocol to the MoU on maritime safety and security in Central and West Africa.

The Final Communiqué, a restructuring document, references budget, activities, and organization.

The AIM provides a broad framework for the protection and sustainable exploitation of the African 
Maritime Domain for wealth creation.
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The Yaoundé Summit on Maritime Safety and Security in the Gulf of Guinea and the associated Code of Conduct laid the 
groundwork for the development of what is known as “the Yaoundé process”.  In subsequent years, regional leaders as well 
as international partners have proclaimed support for the Yaoundé process.  In this document we highlight the interregional 
design that defines the Yaoundé framework for maritime cooperation.
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ZONE A - Center for Multinational Coordination (CMC)
Luanda, Angola

ZONE E - Multinational Maritime Coordination Center (MMCC)
Cotonou, Benin

ZONE G - Multinational Maritime Coordination Center (MMCC)

Regional Coordination Centre for Maritime Security in Western Africa
(CRESMAO)

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
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Cameroon
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Guinea Bissau
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The Gambia
Cape Verde

*Mali

CRESMAC
Point Noire, Republic of Congo

INTERREGIONAL COORDINATION CENTRE (ICC)
Yaoundé, Cameroon

Interregional Coordination Centre (ICC)
Yaoundé, Cameroon

CRESMAO
Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire
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CMC
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TBD

ZONE F - Multinational Maritime Coordination Center (MMCC)
Accra, Ghana

ZONE D - Center for Multinational Coordination (CMC)
Douala, Cameroon

Regional Coordination Centre for Maritime Security in Central Africa 
(CRESMAC)

Point Noire, Republic of Congo
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2 AN OPERATIONAL STRUCTURE FOR MULTI-NATIONAL COOPERATION

THE YAOUNDÉ FRAMEWORK

* Denotes a non-coastal country participating in the Yaoundé Framework
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The West and Central Africa strategy contains a comprehensive regional maritime security framework to counter not 
only piracy and armed robbery against ships, but other illicit maritime activities as well.
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